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The Honorable Elias A. Zerhouni
Director

National Institutes of Health

1 Center Drive, Room 126
Bethesda, MD 20892-0148

Dear Dr. Zehrhouni:

In June you received a letter from several Members of Congress requesting that you make
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS) a higher priority at the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). I write today to add my support for this request.

As you know, CFS, or Chronic Fatigue and Immune Dysfunction, is an illness with no
diagnostic test. CFS is associated with exhaustion, widespread joint and muscle pain,
problems with information processing, memory and concentration, and other debilitating
physical symptoms. These symptoms vary over time and, further, researchers lack
resources to find a cure or the medications necessary to treat CFS.

I would like to reiterate my colleague’s support for CES as an ideal candidate for research
funding offered through the Office of Portfolio Analysis and Strategic Initiatives
(OPASI). Additionally, CFS seems to affect minorities in greater proportions and I
would encourage the NIH to conduct research to address this issue.

CFS is increasingly prevalent and infrequently diagnosed. The illness warrants greater
federal investment in research and education from the NIH. I urge you to make CFS a
priority for research funding so that we can better determine the cause of the disease to
create effective treatments and find a cure.

Sincerely,

dam Smith
Member of Congress
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